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1 CHATEAU BELAIR-MONANGE

PREMIER GRAND CRU CLASSE

PRESS REVIEW - 2015 VINTAGE
Reviewed in January - April 2018

}' Decanter 97 pts, Jane Anson

« The vines of Belair-Monange are split between limestone on the plateau
and clay limestone on the slopes. This is a stand-out wine, poised and silky
but still in the Moueix muscular house style in 2015. Tannins are fully
present and fully committed. In the glass, the floral side opens up, and
there’s impressive salinity on the finish where you can practically lick the
limestone. Excellent; one to put away for eight to ten years. »

JAMESSUCKLING.COMT 100 pis, James Suckling

« Blue fruits, minerals, lavender and licorice aromas are wonderful. Full body
and ultra-refined tannins with an integration and refinement that make the
wines seamless and beautiful. The powerful tannins hide from you at first,
but what structure in the end. It goes on for minutes. Try in 2024. »
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VinOUS 98 pts, Antonio Galloni

« A huge, intense Saint-Emilion, the Bélair-Monange is just as impressive
from bottle as it was from cask. That’s the good news. The not-so-good o
news is that the wine is going to need at least a decade to shed some of its
considerable baby fat. A rush of super-ripe black cherry, game, smoke and
tobacco hits the palate as this dramatic, unrestrained Saint-Emilion shows
off its explosive personality. The 2015 speaks with an assertive voice that
demands attention - and it got mine, that’s for sure. The blend is 88% Merlot
and 12% Cabernet Franc. »

WINE aDvoCATE « This perhaps somewhat controversial marriage between the estates of
Chateau Belair and Chateau Magdelaine—both Premier Grand Cru Classé
Saint-Emilion estates—to form Chateau Bélair Monange hits pay-dirt with this
spectacular 2015 release. Composed of 88% Merlot and 12% Cabernet Franc,
the medium to deep garnet-purple colored 2015 Belair Monange has the most
singular nose of grilled meats, smoked game, iron ore and fallen leaves over a
slowly unfurling ripe fruit core of crushed black plums, blackberry preserves
and cassis with fragrant touches of star anise and potpourri. Full-bodied,
rich and opulent in the mouth, the palate reveals an arresting backbone of
exquisitely ripe, very firm tannins and sparks of background acidity lifting
and defining the rich, densely packed layers, culminating in an epically long
and multifaceted finish. Possessing its own compellingly beautiful signature,
this is a remarkably riveting wine that should not be missed. »

%M&f 98+ pts, Lisa Perrotti-Brown
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